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DISCOURSE 


AGAINST 


Profane Swearing. 


* 


For Mony, Swear by no GO D, though you Swear 
truly; (ſaid Iſocrates.) Avoid Swearing, whol- 
Y, if you can; (ſaid Epictetus.) Forbear Swear- 
ing about any Matter, (ſaid Plato.) And di- 
verſe the like Precepts occur in other Hea- 


to {trike Shame into many looſe and vain Peo- 
le, bearing the Name of Chriſtians. | 
It is a Sin, of all others, Provocative of Di- 
vine Judgment: Tis very noxious to Human 
Society. It often brings the Practiſer of it into] | 
the moſt horrible Sin of Perjury. Falſe Swear- 
ing naturally ſpringeth out of much Swearing. 
| Ir diſparages him that uſes it, and derogates 
from his Credit. Tis groſs Rudeneſs. And ' tis 
an inſolent Defiance of the common Profeſ- 
ſion, the Religion, the Law of our Country, 


which diſalloweth and condemneth it. 
See Dr. Barrow's Sermon againſt raſh and vain Swearing. 
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To the Right Honourble 


% 
a N * : 


|Sir Gunda co NYERS, Kt: . 


. * 


'Lonp Muren of the det 


Xx. * 1 s Diſco offers 2 955 
vice 10 your Lordſhip: as the 
principal Magiſtrate of zhis 
great City; and as you are 
Wherefore principally concerned, 0 ap- 
| Gree thoſe Vices, which wb overs. 

throw a City and Kingdom. But 
i geſaaes yo ur high Station, your Lord- 

bine — Character 1 ach, as 
encourages me to hope, this will not be 
an unacceprable Preſent to you. And 

The . g your Lordſhip's Name be- 


C 2 fore 


DEDICATIO N. 


fare a Diſcourſe of this Nature, I pro- 
miſe my ſelf will recommend, (if your 
5 22 1 Pleuſt io favour it) to the Tead- 
in an Acceptance of of others. 

"WHEN where is occafron v punifh 
profane Swearers, might they be made | 
wiſer , aud, better, uch Punifhments 
would become r eally whtoliome, and ſer- 


viceable to the Publick Probably, by q 


fin 22 of rhis Nature ino 
their Hands, ſuch an End might be ob- 


| tamed. For thy ſome wicked Wretches, © 
may be got 10 fach a Pitch, as 10 deſpiſe | 1 
both iba, and eee, Ae - yer, | 1 
zt is to be hoped, "abies 7s the Caſe only 0 of - 
a Few. A to others, Mauch a Diſcqurſe } 
ageinſt Swearing; given to them at the | 
ume of their Conviction, or put imo 
the Hands of others'-for then, mig 
prove particularly ue ful. I hen ihe Pen 
and the Sword are thus united,” far ue 
Reformation of @ Vicious Age, 2, 
22 188 a tbe. Race u br, mare | 
considerable. 1 
Or & BEG ou. Lordſhip fa pal 
3 to Joy a on ae Oecgion, wat both | 


the, | 


DE DIOAT ION. 


the Credit of Religion, and the Good 
of .zhe. State, call for vigorous Endea- 


yours: 0 flop tbis growing 1 piety of 
Profane Swearing. 


"WHAT, ee comchens . 
ul ing the Name of GoD in our Prayers, 


ed,..to male light of that Name, and to. 
abafe it in their common Caaverlatis 
on ? Or what can publick Preaching 


auail, in ſolemuly telling Men of the 
Danger of Damnation for their Sins, 
ght Occaſion, they are 
1 damn ane another's Blood, and 
Souls, to the Pit of Hell. There is not 
a Man who has any Fear of Goo, 
and Concern for Religion, but js daily 
wounded, and cut to the Heart, in 


when, upon every; [lt 


hearing theſe thmgs. 

YOUR Fr! co cannot but be ſen- 
ſible, thatthe Power of the Magiſtrate, 
and ibe Good of the State, call for a 
K wppreſſi on of this horrid Wickedneſfs. 


There will be no ſecuring the Credit of 


an Oath, without puniſhing ſuch as 


profane zz. To make a common Prac- 
| tice 


Men are accuſtomed, and allows. 


| 
| 
j 


ene, a 
* ited 1 * 


DE D 10 A'T ION 


tice of Swearing, is that which turnt 


 Oaths into mere Trifles with Men; and 


by this Means the Publick loſes all er 
Security and Advantage, which ou 


Laws ſuppoſe to ariſe from them. The 
Power of Magiſtrates, and Princes, will 


never be rever d as it oughito be, ſq long 


as the Fountain of all Honour , and 


Power, is zreated Vi _y and with a 


tem 
8 : will 1 805 one thing beer - 


that nothing in the World would be ſo e fe 


fectual, to bring unruly Spirits into Or- 


der and Subjection, as a reſolute and 
conſtant puniſhing them for this execra- 


be Sin. lam, with me . 


My 80 95 * 


Vour Lordſhip's obedient, 


and very humble Servant. 


p * a » 4 Y, 
* * . how 9 


An Account of the LAws againſt 
NMNouearing. We 


rr Act made 21 Jac. I. cap. 20. in the 
ar 1623, it is declared; . For as much 
4 all profane Swearing and Curſing is 

ce forbidden by the Word of GOD, be 

« it therefore enacted by the Authority of the 


« then Parliament, that no Perſon or Perſons ſhould 


&« from thenceforth profanely ' Swear or Curſe, upon 
& the Penalty of forfeiting one Shilling to the uſe of 
& the Poor for every Oath or Curſe. . 

« F any refuſe to pay, upon Conviction, the 
« Money is to be levied by Diſtreſs. And in defect 


„ of Diſtreſs, the Offender is to be ſet in the Stocks 


« if above twelve Tears old, if under that Age be 


« 75 to be my by the Conſtable, or by the Parent, 


&« or Maſter if preſent. 

THIS Att was appointed to continue till the next 
Parliament. And then in 3 of Charles I. cap. 4. 
1627, it was further continued. And another Revi- 
ver and Continuation of it was in the ſame Reign 


1640, 70h 
BUT in the Year 1694, the 6 and 7 of Wile 


liam III. cap. 11. there was a new Act paſſed, en- 
titled, an Act for the more effectual — 


Profane Curſing, and Swearing. Wherein it is 


appointed, That any Perſon or Perſons who ſhould 
& Swear or Curſe, in the Preſence, or Hearing of 


© any Fuſtice of Peace, Mayor, Bailiff, or other 


&* bead Officer ; or ſhould be convicted before any of 


& theſe, by the Oath of one Witneſs (provided, the 


Information be within ten Days after the Offence 
| committed) 


3 
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« committed) that ſuch Bulls forfeit and pay to the 


| & fence. - by 


t forfeit five Pounds; the one Moiety to the uſt | 
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count bf the 25 A ws, . 


« Uſe of the Poor the reſpective Sums after ment. 


ond; that is to ſay, every Servant, Day Labour- 


er, common Soldier, and Common, N 1% 
« "for every Offence, to. pay one Shilling. Every | 
« other Perſon is to pay two Shillings.” And, F | 

« after Conviftion, ſuch Perſons offend a ſecond 1 
« Time, they are to pay double. And if 4 third | | 
c 7ime,. treble: 70 at as paid" for the Jig | 

T EE Momy is to be levied by Diſtreſl. 


2 

« 35 defekt of Be, the Offender is to be fet in | 
ce the Stocks, if- above /ixteen. If under that Age | 
« to be whip'd by the Conſtable, or by the Parent, 
& Guardian, or Maſter of ſuch Offender in the pree 4 | 
ö 


« fence of the Conſtable. 
« MAGISTRATES thaf wilfutly and wittingly 
& omit their Duty inthe Execution of this AF, are 


„ of the Informer, t be recovered by Suit, in any 
« of his Majeſty's Courts of Weſtminſter. 

BUT © if am Action or Suit be commenced againſt 
60 any Perſon, for doing, or cauſing to be dont 
% any thing in purſuance of this Act, treble Coſts 

& ſhall be allowed to ſuch in Defente of themfoboes. 
CT HIS Att is ted t0'be read in Churches 
4 four Times ever Tear, immediareiy after Morn- 

« ing Prayer. 

- SUCH @& Law as this, were it duly edited, 
would ſaum hrung Men to fear an Oath 3 or it! would 1 
tfen the Prors Rates, aubirh are now prown'ſo great 
4 Burden y- 4 1 1 5 creo 
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AGAINST 


Profune Swearing. 


e 
JAMES v. 12. former part. 


But above all things, my Brethren 
e 


? 


. . ad 'S }/ * 


FFP 
ISTRODUCTION.. 


ls Epiſtle of St. James was written, 
do warn the Jews of thoſe grievous 
el calamitics and deſolations, that were 
EEE | juſt at the door. As in F. geh of this 
chapter. And, hereupon, to encourage 
thoſe that were good to be humble and patient, anc 
do hold faſt their ts even tothe end. And if 
Nut ir 


— 


2 [uro puer ro- 

it might be, our Apoſtle endeavours to reclaim 
the wicked and profane, that their iniquities might 
not prove their ruin. Amongſt other crying Sins, 


which he warns them to avoid and forſake, He in- 


fiſts in an eſpecial manner on that of Profane 
| Swearing. Above all things, my brethren, ſwear 
uot. | | 
Ir may be read, beforg all things; (wes wavlay;) 
as if it had been faid, don't fall in with that wicked 
cuſtom of many, before every thing they ſay, to put 
an Oath. And thus all cuſtomary needleſs ſwearing 
is forbidden here, as it is all along in Scripture con- 
demned, for a very grievous Sin. 

Ir may alſo on ſome accounts be read, above all 
things {wear,not z (as I ſhall ſhew hereafter:) Bur 
while St. James would have this minded above other 
things, how many are there that mind this the lea 
ot all things! | 
*. SOME have thought theſe words are not here di- 
rected to Chriſtians, but to the Jews, with whom 
1 50 ſwearing was very common; becauſe this 

Lpiitle is inſcrib'd, in general, zo the twelve Tribes 
. abroad. Swcaring can hardly be ſuppoſed 
ne of the ſpots of Gop's Children; ſince Peter, 
when he was charged with being a Diſciple of 
CHRIS, thought he cauld not more effectually 
rake off that ſuſpicion, than by curſing and /wear- 
ing; it being well known of the Diſciples of Jesvs, 
that they durſt not allow themſelves in this fin. But 
poſſibly ſome of the looſer ſort of thoſe who were 
called Chriſtians might fall into this common and 
revailing fin, as well as other evils complain'd of 
In this Epiſtle. A vice this is, that has molt ſcan- 
dalouſſy prevail'd in this city, and nation, notwith- 
ſtanding the Chriſtian name is named upon us. How 
many are there that profeſſedly glory in this name, 
whoſe ill tongues, and ill lives, are a diſcredit and 
contradiction to it? J 
FTF SWEARING 


+ f "#4 


IN TR © Uu cT TOR. z, 


SWEARING is a moſt provoking ſin, and what 
will by no means be excuſed. Mens being betrayed 
into it by provocations, or by their own paſſions, 
| will not be admitted as a ſufficient Plea for ſo hein- 
7 ous an Iniquity. God will not hold him guiltleſs, that 
takes his name in vain, let the pretence for it be 
* what it will. Becauſe of ſwearing, ſays the Pro- 

phet of old, the land mourneth, Jer. xxiii. 1o. And 
the Apoſtle James in the words I have read, ſeems 


more eſpecially concerned to poſſeſs Chriſtians with 
aa fear and dread of this ſin. Move all things, my 
* brethren, ſwear not. From which words 1 ſhall 
endeavour to offer what I hope through the Bleſ- 
ſing of God may be ſerviceable to correct this pro- 
1 Na, 0 and abounding ſin. los 
y Thx are wretched Interpreters of Scripture, 
that underſtand this Text, as i it condemned neceſ- 

N 


ſary oaths for ending of ſtrife; ſince (as a known 
Expoſitor obſerves,) tis but to confirm ſuch oaths, 
by preſerving the due reverence of them. But all 
profane cuſtomary ſwearing, though it be by the 
Creatures; and all fal/e rds upon any ſolemn 
ada nd juſt occaſion, by Gon himſelf, muſt be look d 
upon as amongſt thoſe evils and abominations that 
cry to heaven for vengeance. ta 
Wr ſhould therefore be concerned not only. to 
avoid ſuch a ſin our ſelves, but to do all that lies 
in our power for preventing and correcting it in 
others. In order to this, I would ſhew, 


1. ThE Greatneſs of. the ſin of Profane ſwearing, 

and the evils to which it expoſes men. | 

2. AnSweR ſome excuſes that common ſwearers of- 
fer for themſelves... 1 | 

3. Lax down ſome directions for dealing with pro- 

fane (wearers, and for enabling them, who are 

F e to do, to avoid and to leave off this 


> il 2041 i 


4 Te Greatneſs of the Sin, 


. * 
. 


. Lr me ſhew | you 'the'greatneſs of the 2 of 
Profane Swearing, and the Evils to which it ex- 


1: THINK bow-impious it is, to bring fo ſacred 
@ thing as an oath into contempt. 

Some have imagined that this place of St. James, 
and thoſe words of our Saviour, Matt. v. 34. for- 


let it be conſider'd; there were three very cors 
rupt opinions, or traditions, amongſt the Fews, 
which are practiſed upon by too many amongſt 
Chriſtians: (I.) The Scribes and Phariſees taught, 
that there was no harm in ſwearing by the cyea- 
zures; but whenever they had a mind to ſtreugthen 
what they ſaid by ſuch forms of ſpeaking, they 
might ſwear by the Heavens, or the Earth, or Je- 
ruſalem, or the Temple, or the like. (2.) They far- 
ther very miſchievouſly taught, that thoſe oaths, 
which did not make expre/5 mention of the name of 
Gop, were not binding. So our Saviour charges 
them, Matt. xxiii. 16. with teaching the people, 
that whoſoever ſware by the Temple it was nothing. 
But our bleſſed Lord tells them, that if ſuch Kine 
of oaths were rightly confider'd, ſwearing by the 
Temple would be found the fame thing, as ſwearing 
by Him that dwelleth therein; and {wearing by hea- 
ven, was a (ſwearing by the #hrone of Gon, and 


red this corrupt notion of Oaths, that even ſwears 
ing by the ame of Gon was not a fin, provided 
they {wore what was true. Now in oppoſition to 
theſe traditions, and doctrines concerning Oaths, 
our Saviour (in Mat. v. 34.) ſays, Swear not at all. 
That is, not at all by the Creature, as he 1 — 
3 V 3 there 


bid all tating of Oaths. But, for their explication, 
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Him that fitteth thereon. (3.) Th 4 alſo propaga- | 
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poſes Men. And here will you ſeriouſſy conſider 
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_ of Profane Swearing, 19 


there explains it: And not at all by the Creator him · 


ſelf in common converſation. In this ſenſe it is that 


St. James ſays in the Text, Above all things, my 


Brethren, ſwear not. Don t give way to perty Oaths, 


and don't needlefly and profanely uſe the name o 


Gon in any part of your converſation. Let it be 
a great ocaſion, a juſt occaſion, a neceſſary occa- 
fion, whenever: you ſwear by the name of Gon: 
For if you ſwear in common converſation, you 
will hereby throw contempt upon the name and 
authority of the Lord Jehovab, and make one of 
the moſt ſacred things in the world, [an Oath] 
become inſignificant and contemptibſeGQ. 

Bur now, that Oaths may be taken on ſome 
occaſions, it appears fully, in that an Oath is a part 
of Morſbip or Homage, and therefore joined with 
Fear and Service, Deut. vi. 13. Thou ſhalt fear the 
Lord thy God, and ſerve him, and ſhalt ſwear by 
his name. This we find was not only required up- 
on great and ſolemn occaſions in the OA Teſta- 
ment, but-hkewiſe practiſed in the New. 2 Cor. i. 
23. St. Paul calls 'Gop for a record. As alſo, Phil. 


i. 8. And in Revel. x. 6. The Angel that ſtood up- 
on the Sea, and upon the Earth, is faid to lift up 


bis hand, and ſwear by him that liveth for ever and 
ever. Theſe Paſſages, with others that might be 


mentioned, plainly ſhew that Oaths may be uſed 


upon very great and ſolemn occaſions, but not 

For men, therefore, to make ſwearing by the 
name of GoD a common thing, is to deſecrate 
one of the moſt awful Inſtitutions in the world. 
en with the name of Gop, and making uſe 
of it upon every occaſion, they bring that ſacred 


name into contempt; and render it of no uſe at 


thoſe times, when all ſhould ſtand in awe. of it, 
and make folemn appeals to it. Hence it is that 
when they themſelves come to be in affliction and 
* diſtreſs, 


6 The-Greatneſs ef zhe Hin, 


diſtreſs, that name which ſhould be a frong Tower. 
to them, will afford them no relief and comfort. 
They have ſo accuſtomed themſelves to ſlight it, 
and to make it of no eſteem, that they have no 
Heart to 2pply to it. Perhaps it may fill them 
with terror, if they come to be ſenſible how vile- 
ly and baſely they have treated it. A man might 
as well take the ſacred Elements of Bread and Wine 
from a Communion - Table, and trample them with diſ- 
dain under his feet; as take the hoi and reverent Name 
of Gop, in a profane and wicked manner, into his 
Lips, and upon every looſe occaſion to throw out 
oaths and curſes. e eee ee 


2. THINK how directly this fin of Swearing 
contraditts the Profeſſion of being Chriſtians, and 
hat injury it does to the Chriſtian name in the 
Harld. & e 
.. CHRISTIANITY teaches us to be ſo juſt, and ſin- 
cCere, and true in all our converſation, that a bare 
aſſerting or denying things may. be ſufficient: So the 
latter part of the verſe, where the Text is, runs; 
Let your yea be yea, and your nay nay, leſt ye fall 
into condemnation. That is, let it ſuffice you to af- 
firm, or deny a thing, as there is occaſion 3: and 
be ſure to fand to your word, and be true to it, 
ſo as to give no occaſion for your being ſaſpected of 
Falſhoodz and\then you will be kept from the 
condemnation df backing what you - with raſh 
oaths, and from profaning the name of Gop to 
juſtify your ſelves. Now after, this is made a part 
of our Religion, and a neceſſary part of the Cha- 
racter of a bann; (as by our Saviour himſelf 


it is, in the vth of Matthew above quoted, as well 
as by St. James;) how can any man take a more 
effectual courle, to ſhew he is no diſciple of Chriſt, 
than by curſing and ſwearing? Thus St. Peter (as 
has been hinted already) when he denied Chriſt, 

* — 4 


1 
| 
| by 
| 
4 
* * 
f 
4 
4 


3 of Profane Swearing. \ 7 


3 -rhought it would ſufficiently free him from all /#/- 
Z picion of being one of his followers, to curſe and 
to ſwear. After this he concluded, he ſtiould no 
more be accounted a diſciple of Jeſus in that com- 
| pany. So directly does profane ſwearing prove, 
that men are not real Chriſtians, whatever they 
may call themſelves. Wl 
— common {wearers to frequent the Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies, and to go under the name of Chriſti- 
ans, is a very great prejudice: to Chriſtianity a- 
mongſt Infidels. The civilized Heathens uſed the 
names of their Gods with greater reverence than our 
ſwearing Chriſtians do. The name of our Lorp Jesvs 
is deſpiſed and blaſphemed amongſt the Turks, on 
this very account as much as any thing, that ſuch 
horrid Oaths and [mprecations are uſed by ſuch as 
call themſelyes Chriſtians. Swearing is moſt dif- 
honourable to our profeſſion, tis a flat contradic- 
tion to it, and tends to deſtroy, inſtead of propaga- 
ting it in the world. 15 
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3. *T.1S a Sin that God will not ſuffer to go un- 
| puniſh'd. | ; | ll | 
| THe third Commandment expreſly ſays, the 
Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that takes his name 
| in vain, Exod. xx. 7. The breakers of this com- 
mandment ſhall not eſcape the judgment of Gop; 
* though they may eſcape puniſhment from men. 
This fin ſpeaks ſuch an enmity to Gop in the hearts 
| of men, that his own glory and honour neceſſarily 
requires the puniſhment of it. P,. cxxxix. 20. 
| Thine Enemies take thy name in vain. Immediate 
Judgments do not indeed commonly fall upon ſuch; 
though in ſome caſes it has been ſo, that men have 
> # actually been ſfiruck dead with oaths and blaſphe- 
| mies in their mouths. But he certainly ſhewed 
* himſelf an haſty, paſſionate man, who turned Aubeiſt, 
'* bccauſe a Thunderbolt from Heaven did not _ 
| 8 . 4 Ca 


. 
5 
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& The Greatnefs'of the Sin, 

dead a falſe and profane ſwearer, that ſwore him out of 

bis right. God may ſuffer a profane wretch to go 

on in his wickedneſs for ſome time, but at laſt he 

will certainly /et his fins' in order before his face: 
And the more his account is ſwell'd, by being long 
ſpared, the more dreadful will his confuſion be, 

and the heavier his condemnation at laſt. 

Ou Saviour tells us, hat every idle word which 

men ſpeak, (every looſe vain way of talking con- 

cerning Gon and religion, and all fruitleſs ſinfuk ' 

diſcourſe) they ſhall give an account of in the day © 
of judgment, Matt. xii. 36. And therefore much | 

more ſhall they give an account of their Oaths and 

Blaſphemies. Now let me put the caſe, That a2 
profane ſwearer was fure he ſhould have all his 

oaths: ſet down in all companies where he ſhould | 

come; and that he muſt ſuffer the penalty which 

the Laws of our Land appoint, that is, be obliged ?! 

to pay a Shilling for every Oath: And ſuppoſe the ' 

ſcore daily running on for twenty, thirty, forty | 

years; but that the whole ſum of what his oaths 

amounted to ſhould certainly be demanded of him, 

one time or other; would not this be a reſtraint 

upon him? — Sappole farther; when the de- 

mand ſhould come to be made, he not being able tro | 

pay for the millions of oaths He had ſworn, he was 
then to be condemned to ſome exquiſite torments, 

and to end his life with ſerpents, toads, and the ' 

moſt loathſome creatures, ina priſon or a dungeon; 

would not this make a man conceive very dread- 

ful things of the ſin of ſwearing? And doft thou 

conſider, oh man, that the inviſible God is records | 

ing all thine Oaths and Blaſphemies, and though he 

may ſpare thee a long time, that he will at laft 

call thee to a ſtrict account, and deliver thee to De» | 

vili, thoſe moſt dreadful Executioners, till thou ſhalt | 

pay the very uttermoſt farthing ? God will not bold 
bim guiltleſs, that takes his name in vain. ' © | 

1 4. Con- 
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To Common chat the Sinof N ta of 4 
dabers the leaſt temptation to it, and therefore there 


is the greater guilt and and wickedneſs in commit» 


ti 

9—ꝗ— fins hol ſomething to corned 
them, and to draw and excite men to the commiſ- 
* fron of them; either Gain, or Pleaſure; or Repus 
tation, or ſomething that a man propoſes to him- 
ſelf by them : But in profane ſweating there can 
be no OS e, any of theſe. Tis owing to 4 
fearleſſneſs of the Almighty, and is inſpired | 
by pride or paſſion, and an horrible audaciouſ 
and impudence of ſpirit. Our old famous Poet 
Herbert writes very ſeriouſly to this purpoſe, 


Eis name, who made thy mouth, rhe not in voin: 
I gets thee nothing; and hath noexcuſe: 
¶Luſt an Wine plead pleaſures Avarice pleads gain 
- But the eherp ſweater thro* his open fluce 
Lets his foul run for nought, as 2 feating. 
Here I an Epicure, I could bate ſwearing. 


* 


And then he very well adds, 1 
_ The cheapeſt ins moſt dear early bandes & 7 
- Becaaſe 10 rol them is ſo 982 — 


3 


Hence it is that one of our Divines dbEriicy | 
& {wearing is worſe that Epicuriſm.” There's 
ſomething more b'eſtial and brutiſh, indeed, in irre- 
gular and exceſſive gratifications of the bodily ap- 
petites; but there is ſomething more belk/#.and 
Diabolical, in profaning and b heming the name 
of Gob. That Text lies ſtrong againſt ſwrarers, 
Loet tbem be afoamed (or 22 that trawſarifs 
without canſe, Pſ. xxv. 3. Sooner or later ſuch _ 
Caulclelsoffenders thall be confounded andy. 


I 


oof Come that the. 7 of Savearinig 10 he 
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moſt fooliſh of all others, and loſes the very Ends it 
aims at. 5 | 2 2 

is commonly an Indication of an empty un- 
furniſhed mind, that does not know how to produce 


any thing in converſation, that ſhall have weight 
or truth enough in it to gain regard. Oaths are 


thrown in to fill up the ſentences, that would 
otherwiſe be wofully triſting and filly; or to give 
credit to ſome ſtory that is related, or to ſomethin 

that is aſſerted, which otherwiſe men ſuſpect a 
hardly be believed; or perhaps the ſwearer thinks 
that the ſound of an oath has ſomething great and 
Bold in it, and he had rather be eſteem'd bold than 


2wiſe. But ſuch a fooliſh fin is ſwearing, that it 


does not only propoſe Ends mean and foolifs in 
themſelves, but it likewiſe loſes thoſe very ends which 
it does propoſe. [STEIN HM ORE 
INS TEA D of making filly and impertinent Talk 
appear more conſiderable, it really makes it odious 
and abominable. A man that talks weakly and fool- 
iſhly may not perhaps be much eſteem'd or mind- 


ed; but the adding oaths to his weak talk, make 


him abhor'd by every ſerious perſon, and commons» 
ly pre/s'd the harder, and more queſtioned by men 
that have any ends to ſerve upon him, or that can 
divert themſelves by provoking him. 

Asal, the ſwearer, inſtead of gaining credit to 
the things he aſſerts, or relates, makes himſelf ap- 


pear ſo raſh, and one of ſo little conſcience in his 


regards to Gop, by the frequent uſe of oaths, that 
there is no judicious perſon will believe he makes 
conſcience of ſpeaking truth to men, and keepin 
to what is juſt and right. If a man be ſuſpe& 
of breaking the IX. Commandment by Hing or 


falſe witneſſing of things; to hear him break the 


IIIa Commandment by ſwearing and taking God's 
name in vain, wall be far from altering any ones ill 
opinion of him: Unleſs he ſhould meet with per- 


* 
: 2 — * - * ou — OI 1 n 
— — —— — —— —— ——  — —  — —  —— ah Was. thee ob — 


Pe” 
« Ange. — PUPS, 
0 PET 7 1 


— 


} 
tel 
* 
£7 
4 
x 


| 
| 
j 
| 


K A Seek tia ne LR I IR Dinos tie ODEs As we ad Bn. bats — 
- 1 : LA Bot foe : _—_ 
. a ſe — , 7 


TSR 22 3 = 
„e 


2 . 


. * * PP 
— — Sane — 


WE ͤ-—ößB;?;Nñü d)] 


2 118 „„ 


N 
ö 
ö 
i 


13 
1 5 
x 
{ 
| 
4 
4 


of Profane Swearing, 11 
ſons ſo fooliſh as to think, while he makes nothing . 
of the IIIA Commandment, that he yet fears 


to break any other; and thus will take the breach 
of one command, for a ſecurity that he will not 


break another: Such is the folly of propoſing to 


gain credit or belief, by mens uſing themſelves 
to ſwear and profane the name of Gop. 

Ax then as to the ſwearer's chufing to be ac- 
counted a Bold man, and a man of. Courage, rather 
than a Wiſe man, he is horribly fooliſh to take 
this way of ſhewing his Boldneſs: For this will 
either prove him a mad man, or (VI he is afraid 
of being thought) a Coward. If a man deſpiſe or 
3 the name of that being who is able to ſtrite 

im dead, and who will ſooner or later take venge- 
ance upon him for ſuch impiety, only to ſnew 
himſelf bold amongſt thoſe that dare not thus diſ- 
bonour their maker, This is only to ſhew. himſelt 
horribly adventurous, and to act the part of a di- 
ſtracted man, in wounding and expoſing himſelf to 
miſery for no body knows what. On the other 


hand, if he becomes a ſwearer to gain the regards 


only of thoſe who are daringly bold and wicked this 
way as well as himſelf, and that he is afraid of 
"oy the friendſhip of his ſwearing acquaintance, 
or of being hefor'd, reproach'd, and ill-treated by 
them, if he ſhould not ſwear as They do; then he 
is really a Coward, let him put on never ſo much 
of the appearance of Courage. Take it which 
way one will, the folly of ſwearing is ſo great, 


that it cannot ſo much as ſecure the ends it pre- 


tends to aim at, although theſe in themſelves are 
very low and weak too. 


6. Tuis fin, when it generally prevails, brings 


| Temporal Judgments and Calamities ona people. 


x | 


wy 


x2, The Greatneſs of the d, 
_. OvzwarD Puniſhments were appointed by the 
Law not only to Swearers, but to thoſe that heard 


any Oath or Blaſphemy uttered againſt. Gop, and 
dig not immediately une it, that a ſtop might 


be put to ſuch Impiety. Levi. v. 1 H afoul” 
| hf and hear the ice of. ſwearing, and 35-4 Wit. 
meſs Her her he. bath ſeen, or known of it; | whe» 


ther he has been preſent himſelf, or certainly in- 
form'd by thoſe that have ;] if be do not utter it, 
then he ſpall bear bis Iniquity : The Puniſhment due 
to the Swearer, or Blaſphemer, ſhall be born by Him. 
Ik, therefore, this fin prevail ſo as that there is 
none to utter and to tell it, when they hear the 


voice of ſwearing, Puniſhment muſt certainly come 


— 


upon ſuch a People. 5 

Hence it is that the Prophet Zechariah ſpeak · 
ing of the Cure that ſhould go over the face of 
the Earth, and the Judgments that Gon would 
execute in the ſight of all, ſays, Every one that 
ſweareth ſball be cut off: i. e. according to the Threat- 
nings of Gon's Law on that fide, or part of it, 
which denounces Judgments on thoſe that ſin againſt 
the commandments of the firſt Table. Zech. v. 3, 
4. See allo Zeph. i. 5, 6. and Hoſea iv. 2, 3. 

' Lex Us now, of this city and nation, bring this 
to our ſelves. What reaſon have we to fremble 
becauſe of Gop's Judements, if ſome care be not 
taken, and ſome more than ordinary zeal excited, 
to check this growing Evil amongſt us? What 
place of concourſe can we now come into, or 
what ſtreets can we walk, and not meet with 
the moſt execrable Oaths and Curſes? I wiſh 
to Go p that every Magiſtrate. in this Citz, and 
throughout this Kingdom might be animated to do 
his Duty in corre&ing and paniſbing this Vice; Que 
would think, that as ever they expect their name 
and office ſhonld be honoured, they ſhould take care 


chat the yeneration due to the name of Gop ſhould 


%* 9% 


7 be 


of Profane Swearing. 13 
be preſerved. They that honour Gon, He wilt 
Honour ; but they that deſpiſe him; ſhall: be 423 
eſteem d. I wiſh all that have any fear of Go 
upon their own ſpirits, and any ſenſe of Religion, 
would ſtand up for Gon againſt theſe deſpiſers{6f 
his Name, his Authority, and his Law. A ſerious 
Writer formerly bewailing the fad ſtate of this 
Kingdom, ſays, Though the multitude and va- 
« riety of our ſins be ſo great, that tis a puzzling 
& taſk to determine to what particular crimes our 
c calamitics are due, yet certainly our oaths are 
& too conſiderable an acceſſion to our ſins, not to 
& infuſe a ſuitable proportion of gall and worm- 
% wood into the bitter cup, theſe gaſping nations 
6. drink ſo deeply of; and whatſeever may feather 
& thoſe fatal arrows that deſtroy theſe nations, L 
am confident our oaths do ſtrangely point and 
„ ſharpen them. Let every man then that loves 
and honours his Gop, plead his cauſe againſt the 
profaners and deſpiſers of his name. Let every one 
that loves his own Soul, and values its peace and 
ſalvation, avoid this fin of fwearing above all o- 
thers. And let every one that loves his Country, 
do what he can to prevent the ruin of it, by dif- 
countenancing and teſtifying againſt that fin, which 
makes a land mourn. And let every ſerious Chri- 
ſtian, that can do no more, at leaſt mourn in ſecret 
for the oaths he hears in publick places , and 
in the open ſtreets. And let us all earneſtly plead 
with Gop to appear, when men are thus making 
void his Laws. © CE 22 | WOT 
I povunr there are ſome people, who through 
the commonneſs of this fin, and their being dai 
inured to it, grow eaſy with it, and inſenſible of 
our common danger. But would you think a peſ- 
zilence the leſs dangerous, becauſe ir ſhould come 
to be generally diſperſed? Or can you think a na- 
tion leſs offenſive ro Heaven for its being generally 


_ corrupted? 
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x4 The Common Swearer's 
corruptcd ? Or rather, is it not then ripeſt for 
judgments, and neareſt to them? It is with guilty 
Kingdoms as with leaking Boats (to uſe the com- 
pariſon of a very elegant pen) where the greater the 
number of Paſſengers is, the more /peedily the Veſ— 
ſel ſinks. When Gop looks down from Heaven 
and ſees that all have corrupted their way, then is 
his time to puniſh ſuch a nation and. people. 


II. I yRoctED now to anſwer ſome Excuſes 
which Profane Swearers make for themſelves. 
WVUAr I have to offer under this head will I 
hope be ſerviceable in theſe two reſpects; namely, 
to perſuade thoſe, who have been accuſtomed to 
this fin, to forſake it, when J ſhall make it appear 
that their fin is without excuſe; and to ſhew thoſe 
who are not guilty of this fin themſelves, how to 
deal with ſuch as are, n 


Objection 1. IT is alledg'd by ſome, that they 
mean no harm when they ſwear; and that it is 
rather owing to cuſtom than to any thing of a pro- 
fane temper, that they are guilty of this fin. 
Such oaths they flatter themſelves are no great 
fins, but what a merciful Gop. will overlook and 
forgive. 75 
Anſwer. This plea makes the fin greater, inſtead 
of S it, to ſay that their ſwearing is owing 
to Cuſtom. If a man was accuſed for ſtealing, would 
any one think it a good plea before the Judge for 
ſuch a man to ſay, he had been ſo uſed to Thieving, 
that he knew not how to quit it? A man had as 
good plead uſe and cuſtom for breaking One Com- 
mandment, as another. When fins thus become 
_ balitual, they are in the fight of Gop the more 

abominable, inſtead of being more excuſeable. 


Weak 


XY 


Excuſes Anſwered. 15 

Weak is tb' Excuſe, that is on Cuſtom built : © 

e may increaſe, but leſſens not the guilt, 
I, bur when you do ſwear, you ſay, perhaps, Gop 
forgive me that I ſhould ſwear ſo, or ſomething of 
that nature, and this ſhews that it does not * 
ceed from a wicked temper; therefore you think 
Gop will be merciful to you, and pardon this frail- 
ty of yours. . Meth, 

To this I reply; that your crying God forgive 
me may be as cuſtomary a thing with you, as your 
ſwearing z and though you uſe ſuch words, yet you 
do not heartily defire to be forgiven. If a Robber 
on the high way ſhould only plead for a pardon, 
that he might haye licenſe to rob and murder 
again; and would not accept of a pardon upon 
thoſe terms, that he ſhould ever commit a Rob- 
bery more, nor do another act of injuſtice; would 
any one think this man had a ſenſe of Forgiveneſs, 
or any prevailing deſire of it? So the ſwearer that 
cuſtomarily, and at times, cries God forgive me, but 
yet means only to paſs the thing off for the preſent, 
that he may repeat it the firſt occaſion again, cer- 
tainly has no juſt ſenſe of pardon and forgiveneſs. 
As he pretends that in ſwearing he means no harm, 
ſo neither in forgiveneſs does he mean any great 
good; but the one muſt paſs for words of courſe, 
as well as the other: Only his fin becomes aggra- 
vated in this reſpect, that his oaths throw con- 

tempt upon the Majefty of Heaven, and his man- 
ner of aſking forgiveneſs throws contempt upon the 

mercy of Heaven at the ſame time. And what a 
woful way is this of men's excuſing themſelves, if 
they would ſeriouſly think of it! To abuſe the 
name of Gop, and then aſk his pardon; and then 
abuſe him again, and then cry mercy z thus to 
bring both his name and his mercy into contempt ! 
I., Bur you mean ſo little harm that really yo 

do not know you ſwear, when others tell you of it; 


u 
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| 
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are guilty now and then? You are not ſo fick as 
ſome that are in the greateſt agonies and gaſping 


16 The Common Swearer's 


by this you are ſure that you intend nothing il in 


it. A {ad ſymptom (as Mr. Boyle obſerves) a 
deſperate caſe in the Judgment of Phyſicians, when 
the Patient voids excrements, and knows not when 
he does it. You will allow the compariſon, when 
I add, that nothing can proceed from men more 
loathſome and execrable than Oaths and Curſes. -. 
As to baving no Evil intention; This is a plea; 
that with wile and conſiderate perſons can avail 
nothing. Tis the joint ſentiment both of Mora- 
lifts and Divines, that no goodneſs of the Intent can 
juſtify a thing in its own nature evil. And if a goou 
zntent will not juſtify an ill action, much leſs can a 
pretence of meaning no harm, at all excuſe you. 
Our Actions 1 F Heaven as well as our 
d if we ſay and do things which we 
know God has an averſion to, tis to add to the pro- 
vocation, to pretend we do not deſigu to diſpleaſe 
or throw contempt upon him. 0 


Oj. 2. Bur ſome plead, that they do not ſwear 
often : It is but now. and then upon ſome extraordis | 
nary provorations that they are guilty of this ſing | 
and others about them they hear, that ſwear much 

iner, and much worſe than they do. 


 Anſ. You don't ſwear often: But may not on- 
ſuch inſtance of daring impiety be enough to con- 
demn you? You now and then profane and abuſe 
the name of Gop, but will Gop hold you gazlt- 
leſs think you, only becauſe you are not fo guilty 
as others, when you your ſelves acknowledge you 


their laſt, but you are ill of the ſame mortal di- 
ſemper, and is this a ſtate to content your felves in! 
Some are full of wounds, but you have only à few; 
however your few may occalion yo * 5 


Exenſes Auſwered. #7 
eath as well as their many. And to ſay that there 
are a multitude about yo that ſwear much worſe, 
and are more guilty of this fin than you, is only to 

fay that there are ſome who deſerve a hotter place 
in Hell than yourſelves; but {till Hell and Venge- 
ance is what you muſt expect from the Almighty as 
well as the). 45 [il 7 293 1 "ou 1 ae 6 | 
Bur you do not think ſwearing now and then, 
3 as you do, can be yourdamnartion and ruin, becaull 
you do not find that your ſpirits have any ſuch ter- 
Tors or apprehenſions about it. Alas for you, are 
there not many that die of Lethargies, as well 
of raging fevers? * May not your inſenſibility of 
your 77 be rather 4 [ymptom of your approach- 
ing Death, than a ſign of its being well with you? 
There is a Generation that are pure in their own eyes, 
and yet is not waſhed from their filthineſs, Prov. 
XXX. 12. 1 . „„ 
Bor you'll ſay, why don't I take notice of 
that part of your plea, that *tis only 7 
dinary Provocations you ſwear, and in ſuch caſes where » 
feſb'and blood can't bear the things that you meet 


© 


- With, | That is, fleth' and blood is firſt enflame 
and hurried into ful paſſions, and then you yent 
theſe in oaths and nful words. And thus you 
would make bye fin an excule for another, when by 
adding both eite you only declare your ſelves 
run 5 N 72 „ {4 : 5 1 33827 : * » * 

doubly guilty. Haye not other men met een 
great provocations as you, when they have be 

6 2 Aer 27 1 ' ſoo] d | Feth ir obe 
"abuſed in their good names, ſpoiled of their goods, 

Landl at laſt perhaps barbarouſy uſed and put to ex- 

quiſite torments; and yet they neyer curs' d or 
ſwore, bur Bed Gop, and prayed for man, in the 

NWA? YUEN 21 ] 2 13 3\f 28 
, midit of all this ill treatment ? Will you pretend 


: IOW | n II A IP 4 & e + 4 
that your being fo grievouſly angry as to pe and 
ſwear, will excuſe your breach of that apoſtolical 
15574 1 J's; {1 e Nein 3 
precept, Be angry and n not: Epb. iv. 26. No; 
SO POPs e Tl e e 
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18 The Common Swearers 
of Go p, and your oaths and curſes make it ſtill 
greater. 5 | | 
BesIDes; your paſhonate ſwearing is not the 
way to remove or remedy any of thoſe evils that 
give you ſuch diſturbance. Becauſe others pro- 
voke and offend you, you will vilify the name of 
your maker, and provoke and offend him; and ſo 
inſtead of ſecuring his favour and merciful protec- 
tion, to remove your uneaſineſſes, and to keep off 
from you the things that diſquiet you, he leaves 
you to continual reſtleſs paſſions, and to the occa- 
ſions of exciting them by the perpetual miſtakes 
or miſmanagements of ſuch as are about you. If 
you never ceaſe ſin, till you have nothing in the 
world to provoke you to it, *tis likely to be your 
final rutn. | 


O4j. 3. Ir is pretended: by ſome perſons, that if 
they do not ſwear at thoſe abour them, or thoſe 
under them, they are not minded by them; or at 
leaſt that things are not done ſo diſpatchfully, and 
carefully, and diligently as they would have them 
to be; and they often find that ſwearing is neceſ- 
fary in order to their being believ'd. 


Anſ. A ſteady conduct, and a conſtant regard to 
Truth in all you ſay, will ſoon bring thoſe about 
you to take more notice of you, and to have more 
reſpect for you, than ſwearing at them will do. 
For you to break Gop's commands, in order to 
make others obey your commands, is a method that 
can't long ſucceed. In the caſe of ſervants, if 
you have ſuch as will be made attentive to you, 
and active for you only by ſwearing, you ſhould 
conſult your own eaſe and happineſs ſo much as to 
change them for thoſeWat have better Senſe, and 
better Wills. But conflnon reaſoning methinks 


ſhould inſtruct you thus far, that to teach children 
10 J CU ” 


— — , Oo Sg — 2 


2 nn Wy 2 ER r r ² U.. 1 ]—.AàU1. FO TINT 4, 8 Ls 2 E SE. ES OT, 0 no 923 Y I" ns ER =P * ITE 4 J 
— PIR 2 1 n 3 4 REID 1 . . WT DFP 1 INES 0; © 3 * 1 . LO N * * 
gh ak 8 — 7 ; N > Je: . 2 — 


„ EE a & . Sa. Eo. At 


1'o webs e 


.- Excuſes An/werd. ' 19 
or ſervants to make light of Gop's commands and 
of his threatnings (as the IIIA Commandment has 
a peculiar threatning annex d to it) will make them 

by degrees to flight your commands, and all your 


anger and reſentments too. A great deal of that 
contempt which is now poured upon ſuperiors, is 


Z owing to their raſh and paſſionate ſwearing. For 


let Inferiors once learn to ſwear as their ſuperiors 
do, and then oaths come to be as little regarded 
as any thing; and if this be made a mark of great 
neſs and authority, every wretch, that can but ſwear, 
as roundly and profanely as a perſon of Figure, pre- 
ſently imagines he looks as great as the beſt of 
them. Where there is real power and authority, 
there can be no need of an oath to procure —_ 3 
and where there is no juſt authority or power over 
another, ſwearing makes a man appear very con- 
temptible, and only declares him an impotent Hec- 
tor, anda profane noiſy Buſtler and Pretender. A 
Ks. i Ah which he is not, and an In- 
ſiſter upon thoſe 'regards from others which no 
courteſy can incline them to give, and of which 
his ſwearing and profaneneſs declare him utterly 
unworthy. | M 
ANp then, He, that in common converſation 
ſwears, becauſe he imagines he ſhould not be be- 
lieved without an Oath, judges very wrong of 
others, and really expoſes himſelf to much greater 
ſuſpicion of falſhood. Why ſhould the {wearer 
take up an opinion of any that he converſes with, 
that they are ſo uncharitable as to give no credit 
to him without ſwearing ? Why ſhould he make 
Them the occaſion and reaſon for his fin, who ne- 
ver diſcovered any thing of that ſuſpicious, diſ- 
truſtful, incredulous temper that he takes them to 
be of? A more generous opinion of others, would 
make profane ſwearing to atteſt things in common 
converſation a perfectly needleſs thing; nay it really 
2 appears 


when they ſwear 


2 
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appears to be an high) affronting thing, and that 
even to thoſe you ſpeak to, as well as to Gon, to 
conceive they are ſo diſtruſtful, or fo ill-natur'd, 


= 


as to take nothing that comes from you to be true 
without being ſworn to. | | 


Bor here you'll give me leave to tell you, that 
wiſe and good men do really the lei credit you, 
when they hear you ſwear: For they conclude 
*tis your conſciouſne,. of Falſhood in your ſelves, 
that makes you think an Oath needful. And I 
dare ſay, your ſwearing Companions lay as little 
fires upon Oaths, as they would dq upon any 


other words and expreſſions. So that it can't 


be pretended, if things are duly conſidered, that 
ſwearing in common converſation gives any additi- 
onal credit or belief to what men ſay 
Ts an obſervation of a Perſon of Figure upon 
this head of Oiths, . That for any man to be 
& known to make conſcience of an oath, will give 
<« him more credit, than the ſwearing a thouſand 
« Oaths will do: It being 4 viſible arid remark- 
ce able judgment of the offended Deity upon Oaths, 
& that the Number of them diſcredits thoſe trurhs 
of which they would perſuade you. Suppoſe 
4 Tradeſman ſhould be forced to give Bond for 
every little ſum of money he owes or borrows, 
when others could have the like ſums or greater 
upon their bare word or note; would you think it 
for the credit of ſuch a Tradeſman that he is come 
ro this paſs? As little does it prove any man's 
truth, to ſay every thing #02 oath, which others 
need only to atteſt in plain words. 


O. 4. Bur perhaps ſome Will fay, that they 
only ſwear to What is true, and in this they are 
careful, that thoſe who are acquainted with them, 
may then cept depend upon any thing they fay, 
DW i RE 
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Anſ. Tis a pity if the thing you ſpeak be true, 
that 0 ſhould. ook ſo a t6 ſuſpect it of 
being falſe, as, the anſwer to the fotiner Objection 
ſhews, common ſwearing does. Certain it is, char 
no truth, which you deliver in common conver- 
ſation, is to be ſupported with an oath : But 3 
Zea muſt be Yea, and your Nay Nay; your affirm- 
ing things, and denying them, mult be ſuch as 
to appear firm and ſteady to what you fay. If 
there be need to affirm a thing ick, and ro add 
one yea to another; do ſo: Or if there be need 
to deny it twice, and to add one nay to another; 
do this: But our Saviour expreſly ſays, that what- 
ſoever is more than this, cometh of evil, and is there- 
fore condemned. dT oy 


 ©hz. F. Tis further urged by way of Extuſe 


| amongſt ſome ſwearers, that they do not uſe the 


name of Gop, and profane that; nor dare they (wear 
thoſe horrid oaths that ſome do, by Chriſt's Pounds 
and Blood, and the like; they only uſe ſuch words 
as look lite oaths to others, and that only when 
they are in ſuch ſort of Company, that they 
ſhould be deſpiſed if they did not uſe ſomethiag 
of ſuch a nature: Or they only ſwear by their 
Faith, or Truth, or by fome Creature: And rhere- 
fore they are nor guilty of breaking the IIIA Com- 
mandment, which forbids only a 7aking the aw- 
ful name of Gon in vain. 


K 


Anſ. Lr is a cowardly and childiſh evaſion, to 
comply with ſwearing company in ufing words ſo 
like theirs, as that they may think you can ( 
their language, and at the ſame time to think you 
can avoid the guilt of diſpleaſing Gon. He looks 
into your thoughts, and knows with what In- 
ktention you utter thoſe words. You intend 2 hat 
8 Others 
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others ſhould take them for oaths, and will not that 


intention be laid to your charge as a ſin? And if 
you ule any kind of Oaths, though never ſo ſmall, . 
as you think, to confirm what you ſay, and to 
gain the ſame regards which others expect by their 
more dreadful oaths, you are in a lower degree 
guilty of their ſin. In this you pour contempt 

irectly on your Saviour's Command, who has re- 
quired you not to ſwear at all by any creature, or 
with any of this kind of diminutive Oaths; nei- 
ther by heaven, nor earth, nor any other thing. When 
95 ſpeak any thing lite the name of Gop, and 

reak out ſuddenly with a Dod, or Gad, or any 
ſuch like expreſſions; “ This is, ſays an elegant 


( Writer, to deal with Gop himſelf as the Per- 


& ſecutors of Old did with his faithful ſervants, 


“ firſt to diſguiſe them by putting on the ſkins or 


c appearance of ſome beaſt, and then worry and 
ce tear them to pieces: So you firſt diſguiſe the 
« name of Gop, and then abuſe it, and rol it about 
c as profanely and wickedly as others, and ſo de- 


““ ſtroy the honour and reverence due to it. 


BesSIDEs ; your practiſing this kind of oaths for 
a while, will by degrees lead you to others, and 
greater ones. Or it it ſhould not be ſo, yer you 
would do well to conſider, that a thouſand leſſer 
holes may fink a ſhip, as well as a few greater leaks; 
and you may be as effectually undone by multiply- 
ing what you call little and ſmaller oaths, as by 
more glaring Blaſphemies and Profaneneſs. That 
is a very terrible paſſage, Jerem. v. 7. How ſhall I 
pardon thee for this? Thy Children have forſaken me, 
and ſworn by them that are no Gods. Swearing b 
the Creatures is a branch of Idolatry, of whic 
Gop ſays, How ſhall I pardon thee? 


Obj. 6. AxorHER plea that ſwearers urge for 


tbemſelves is, that there is ſomething in ſwearing 


that 


Excuſes Anſwered. 7 23. 


that Jooks genteel and bold, and gives a man certain 
airs that make him more taten notice of than other= 
wiſe he would be. And there is ſomething that 
looks ſneaking, and expoſes one to deriſion, to be 


afraid of an Oath, when in company with thoſe 
that uſe themſelves freely to it. 


Anſ. Tris plea is too weak to be owned, even 
by many of thoſe that are influenced by it. This 
ſort of ſwearers, the Honourable Mr. Boyle ob- 
ſerves, © are like ſome Savages that lurk in rocks 
« or woods, with whom it is much more difficult 
ce to draw them out to a battle, than it is to gain 
« a victory over them.” But what he adds upon 
this head is very juſt, © That. thoſe perſons muſt 
ce be thought ſtrangely neceſſitous of meriting 
C Qualities, that do fo meanly by their bad > 
cities court your good opinion of them. 
only thoſe who want a due eſteem for themſelyes, 
that will beſtow it. upon you, for your putting on 
ſuch vain and ſinful airs as the {wearer does. "Thar 
author adds here“ I, but you think your oaths 
« will make you taken for a Gentleman. You are 
“ miſtaken, ſays he, there is too little Epicuriſn 
and chargeableneſs in this Vice to be attacked to 
that Quality. This fin of 8 is ſo cheap 
and now grown ſo common, that I wonder (as 
he continues to write) our Grandees do not re- 
“ nounce it; although not for the Yice's ſake, yet 
« for the Company's lakez” when your moſt igno- 
rant and deſpicable wretches are now become the 
moſt profligate ſwearers. + a 
As for its ſhewing your Courage, and being a 
mark of Valour; here again you are ſadly deluded. 
The ſwearer may ſtab and ruin his own Soul, to 
ſhew how bold a man he is; but it ſeems he has 
not boldneſs and courage enough to reſiſ the de- 
riſion and attacks of thoſe, who may direct the artil- 
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lery of Scoffs and Oaths againſt him. No; though 
they make this monſtroufly rude and barbarous de- 
mand upon him, that for the pleaſure and credit of 
their acquaintance, he ſhould break with Heaven, 
and make a ſacrifice of himſelf, yet he has not the 
courage to oppoſe them, or forſake their Com- 
pany. M6 6 1dh- | 

I WII L. venture to lay down this as an undoubt- 
ed maxim, that there is no cowardice ſo contempti- 
ble, as that which makes a man reſign bis higheft 
intereſts, and afraid to purſue the FRates of his 
own conſcience. And there is no courage lo great, 
and juſt, and reputable, as that which enables a 
man to ſcorn the [corners in the cauſe of Gop, and 
to abhor thoſe who hate and deſpiſe that worthy 


name by which we are called; in all this, bearing 


up- againſt the greateſt oppoſition that the fear af 
Gop may andy 1 one to. The 1/raelizes were won- 
derfully terriſied at the blackneſs of the Heavens, 
and the quaking of the Earth, at Mount Sinai, 
Thunder, and Lightning, and Smoak, then made 
them tremble: But in order to conquer all this, 
Moſes inſtructs them in the true fear of Gor, ſee 
£x04.-Xx.: 20. Fhis is courage indeed, that will 
Nand the ſhock of a diſſolving world, when the 
GSwearer with all his bluſtering airs, and profane ap- 
pearance of Boldneſs, ſhall call 70 rocks and mouy- 
#ains-t0'fall upon him, aud to. hide him from the. fage 
"of bim that fits upon the throne, and from the wrath 
f ibe Lamb. One realizing thought of ſuch a 
"day. approaching, would for ever baniſh this plea 
-of the-ſwearer,” that Oaths upon ſome occaſions look 
genteel and bold, and ſecure a man from deriſion, and 
the like. He that is afraid or aſhamed yow to own 
and. ſtand up for the honour of Gop and CHRIST 
re e of Quick and Dead will he 
«aſhamed of Fink Before bis Father, and the hal) An- 
gelt; and will condemn him to thoſe ofen n 
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which he has ſo vainly defied, or impiouſly called 
for, in damning himſelf and others. | 


Obj. 7. Tarr is one plea more, that by this 
time I would hope ſuch as are driven from the 


Pleas already anſwered, will make their laſt; and 


that this alſo they may be helped to overcome. 
Namely, a pretence that they would ever ſcear, 
if they could help it; they defire to avoid this ſin, 
and would very gladly leave it, but it appears a 
matter of inſuperable difficulty to quit it, ſo, as to 
abſtain wholly from it. | 


Anſ. To this I reply, that if there be a true and 
thorough willingneſs, whatever difficulty there may 
be in breaking off from this ſin, that difficulty is 
half overcome. And if the Imagination of difficulty 
can but be laid aſide, the difficulty it ef will in 
a great meaſure vaniſh, Mr. Boyle mentions an in- 
ſtance of his being inſtrumental to reclaim a Gentle- 
man from this vice of ſwearing, “ though his vice 
« was little younger than himſelf; and though he 
Vas a very cholerick perſon; and though he had 
“ ſtrong apprehenſions, that his endeavours to quit 
4 this ſin could not be ſucceſsful; yer (ſays that 
«. Honourable Perſon) before one fortnight was ex- 
4 pired, he obtained fo viſible a conqueſt over this 
6 ſtubborn Vice, that he had afterwards only thoſe 


e relicks of it to ſuppreſs, which might keep him 


from growing proud of ſo ſudden a recovery. 
THERE is not ſo much difficulty in conquering 
an Evil Cuſtom of this kind, as ſome other Vices, 
which nature may fall in with, and which reaſon 
and intereſt may be more able to plead for, and ſup- 


port. But were it never ſo difficult, the Grace of 
| Gop and his help could make it eaſy to us to con- 


quer all. And if we are prevailingly diſpoſed to 


| leave any fan, and pray to Gop as we ought to do 


E that 
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that he would enable us, we ſhall have no reaſon 
to complain that our ceaſing to commit any Evil, 
is an Impoſſibility. 


TERRE are ſome Rules and Advices, that if care- 
fully followed, will, through the bleſſing of Gon, 


deliver the moſt accuſtom'd Swearer from the power 
of this ſin. This lead leads me to the + 4811 


IIIA GENERAL HEAD; To lay down ſome Direfi- 
ons for enabling thoſe who are deſirous ſo to do, to avoid 
and leave off this in; and alſo to direct others, how 
they are to deal with ſuch. 


1. I HALL offer ſome Directions to ſhew thoſe 
who have been accuſtom' d to the fin of ſwearing, 
but are now deſirous to quit it, how they may a- 
void and leave it off. I ſhall not here uſe many 
words, in recommending the Directions I: have to 
give, but I dare undertake for the ſucceſs of them 
where the Rey followed. 


1. Bx ſure to take ſhame to your ſelves, and to 


reproach your ſelves with the great fin and folly you 
have been guilty of, in profane ſwearing. FT Think 


what had become of you, if Gop had ſhot: his 


thunderbolts, and ſtruck you dead, when you were 


profaning his name, and deſpiſing his all-ſeeing Eye, 


and his Almighty Arm. You muſt impreſs upos 


your minds a deep ſenſe of the Evil of a, and 


earneſtly implore forgiveneſs of Gop thro? CHRIST, 
and thus becoming /orrowful and contrite you may 
be led to forſake this fin. , But ſight thoughts of 
it, or a haſty wiſh that you could leave off ſwear- 
ing will not do. Think upon the Divine threat- 
nings againſt this ſin: Gon will not Hold thoſe guilt- 


1 . 


2 


+ See Boyle's directions in bis Book. againſt Swearing, 
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ß chat commit it; he expects that men ſhould 


ar his glorious and fearful name, or otherwiſe he 


will ſeyerely puniſh them. See Deut. xxviii. 78, 29. 
The Lon will make their Plagues wonderful. 


2. Warcu againſt an [patient Temper, and all 


ſudden and violent fits of anger. In orderto this you 
muſt watch againſt every thing that would inflame 


the Blood, and provoke to inordinate paſſions. Ex- 


ceſſrve Drinking muſt be avoided, if you would avoid 
paſſion and ſwearing z and Gaming muſt be avoided, 
which is commonly the occaſion of high provoca- 
tions, and dreadful oaths. And you muſt avoid 
thoſe people as much as you can, that are dull and un- 
pron! vor on or of a thwarting and contraditting ſpi · 
rit, till you can converſe with them without being 
provok'd at them. 6 TP 

3. Dox'r give way to a vain Spirit, and an af- 
fectation of appearing agreeable to the looſe and pro- 
fane part of the world. This has proved a fatal 
ſnare to many. Let the innocent, and mild, and 
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humble temper, and way of converſing for which 


our bleſſed Lorp and his „irt and beſt followers 
were remarkable, be more your ambition to copy 
after; and don't be led by the eager paſſions, or 


the finful Expreſſions, and vain Airs of haughty 


and extravagant People. T 

4. Don't / your ſelves to earneſt Aſevera- 
tions, and N leſt hereby you ſhould 
be led to think (wearing a neceſſary thing. As [live 
As hope to be ſaved; As 1 am a Chriſtian; I pro- 
reſt before God; and God that knows all things knows 
this and that. Don't make theſe expreſſions com- 
mon and familiar: Don't think there is need of 
them. If people won't believe you without theſe, 
let them go in their unbelief. _ we 


—_— 


75. HUN the Company of cuſtomary favearer; | 


as much as you can. I have often wonder d, how 


any man that loves and henours the name of Go 


E 2 and 
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Company. | 


and of Curisr can bear to hear them profaned 
and ill treated, and yet make ſuch as are guilty of 
this Profaneneſs their Intimates, and choſen Compa- 
nions. One of our Divines obſerves of thoſe that are 
civilized, and of ſome polite taſte, yet if they live 
amongſt a Barbarous people, they quickly lole-the 
purity of their ows Language, and have their ſpeech 
corrupted with the Barbari/ms that are continually 
ſounding in their Ears; ſo they that live amongſt 
conſtant fwearers, will firſt loſe their Horror of this 
Vice, and then be apt to be infected with it and fall 
into it themſelyes.. For this reaſon, I think even 
thoſe who are moſt free from ſwearing, yet ſhould 
not chuſe to make ſuch their conſiant companions as 
are addicted to this Vice, leſt they ſhould be in- 
fected by them. And I am ſure thoſe that would 
ain a Victory over themſelves, who have livedin 
this ſin, ll for a_ time keep out of ſwearing 
6. WHENEVER you are obliged to take any oath, 
Jet it be done with great fear and reverence, and 
that will prevent and cure your trifling with oaths. 
The more you think of the awfulneſs of appealin 
to an all-ſeeing Almighty Gop, the more you will 


” 


_ dread the thoughts of making ſuch appeals upon 


low and trivial occaſions. | 
7. Ir were adviſcable to lay ſome penalty on your 


ſelves every time you ſwear, or take God's name in 


vain. The Laws of our Country make every oath 
to be a forfeiture to the Poor: And if every ſwearer 
would lay ſuch penalties upon himſelf, and not 
make the informations of others againſt him neceſ- 
ſary, I am perſuaded he would much ſooner be cu- 
red of this Vice, Let the firſt object of Charity 

ou meet with, have that from you after every 
Oath, which the Magiſtrate might exatt if your of» 


fence was made known to him. The Poor are 


called Gop's Receivers; and therefore Treſpaſſes 
eee | dhe 
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wih, but to be ſuddenly, reſolutely 
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and Conquering zhjs Vice. 2g 
inſt their Log, are properly owned, in return- 
ing ſomething to them. Not that any man is to 
think he diſcharges himſelf hereby of the guilt of 
wearing; but by this means he will keep upon his 
ſpirit the remembrance of his fault: And when he 
inds how much he is a /oſer by it, he pay grow 
weary of it. Get ſome prudent friend allo to be 
your monitor, and to put you in mind when you 
{wear, and be ſure to take their admonitions kind 75. 
8. You mult reſolve at once to forſake this Vice, 
and break it 72 immediately, and entirely. Every 

conviction that you proceed to fin againſt, will in- 


creaſe rhe weight of your Guilt, and it will give 


firength to fin. This is not a Vice to be gallied 

but to b yy and with great - 
eſt ſincerity renounced and forſaken. © 
9. Ax laſtly, conflant and fervent Prayer will 
enable you to ſubdue this Vice. If you pray toGop 
in a ſerious and becoming manner, it will fix upon 


your Spirits ſuch awful zhougbts of Gop, that you 
| Will not be able to go and ſpeak lightly and trifling- 


ly, much leſs profanely of that name, which you 
have been calling upon, and profeſſedly paying your 
homage to: So that Prayer in ſome meaſure gives 
us the very thing we aſk for. But then beſides, it 
procures ſpecial aids from above, by which corrup- 
tions are conquered, and we are enabled to ſay that 
no iniquity ſhall” have dominion over us. It you 
ſhould not conquer this {in ſo ſoon as you may wiſh 
or expect, don't be diſcouraged, but fill go on to 
pray againſt ir, and, to uſe the means before pre- 
ET Either Prayer will make you give over 
inning, or Sin will make you give over praying. Let 
not Sin make you ceaſe Prayer: Bart pray always, 
pray, and faint not; and you will find that perſeve- 
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ring in Prayer will make you conquerors over 


2. I HALL now only add ſome few hints to thoſe 
who are not guilty of this fin themſelves, to ſhew 
how they ought to deal with, and carry it towards 
thoſe that are guilty. 


IT is certainly the Duty of all of us to lament the 
abounding of this Iniquity, and earneſtly to beg of 


Go to direct Magiſtrates and others, to take thoſe 


meaſures which may be proper for correcting and 
reſtraining it, that it may not prove our ruin. I 
am afraid that many of thoſe oaths that are taken 
in a way of Trade, our Cuſtom-Houſe oaths; and 
many that are taken in Courts of Judgment, At- 
teſting and Witneſſing Oaths; and many that are 
taken by thoſe that bear Offices, and are put into 


Places of Truſt and Power; with other kind of 


oaths that might be mentioned ; are all of them 


an occaſion of great guilt to many. And I moſt 


heartily wiſh ſome ways could be found out to 1% 
ſen the occaſions of taking oaths, inſtead of multi- 
plying them. Bur, ſurely, if magiſtrates expect 
any of theſe oaths ſhould ſerve the purpoſes for 
which they are intended, there ought to be great 
care to preſerve the ſacredneſs of an oath, and not 


to allow of profane and cuſtomary ſwearing, when 


they are able to correct it. | 
Wurxx any are guilty of this, let them ſee, by 

one means or another, that you are diſpleaſed and 

grieved forthem, If they direct their diſcourſe to 


you when they ſwear, tell them they have credit 


enough with you to be believed without ſwearing z 
and don't be aſhamed or afraid to mention ſuch 
things as thoſe that have been laid before you on this 
ſubject, (one, or more of them) wherceyer you 
have a convenicnt opportunity and time for it. 


LET 


and Conquering this Vice. 3x. 


. Ler the ſwearer ſee that he noni Jaſons himſelf 
in your eſteem by his oaths; and let him know that 
the name he throws contempt upon, he owes the 
greateſt reverence to, and you haye the higheſt 
efteem and affection for in the world. If you can- 
ce no impreſſions either by words or actions up- 

on the ſwearer, while in his company, it may be 
proper, and in ſome caſes it is your duty, to inform 
2 Juice o Peace of his crime, that he may be 
reproved for his fault as the Law dirc&s. In theſe 
caſes every one muſt be left to his own prudence, 
but you muſt not think that a pretence of Pru- 
dence will always excuſe your want of zeal for the 
honour of Gop, and the credit of his Laws. It 
you know not how to act in theſe caſes, you would 
do well to join-with ſome Society for Reformation, 
or at-leaſt to conſult and adviſe with ſome of the 
members of ſuch ſocieties, that you may proceed 
with ſafety and ſucceſs. e 

Ay according to the advice of a late excellent Bi- 
ſhop of St. Aſapb, in a Sermon upon Swearing, print- 
ed in the year 1721, let theſe directions be obſerv- 
ed.“ Dor't ſuffer any that depend upon you, 

& and are under your care more immediately, te 
c“ commit this fin without puniſhing them for it. 
&« Let not any of your children dare to ſwear with- 
« out your anger, and immediate chaſtiſement. 
“ You will fave them hereby from much miſchief 
“ here, and from God's anger hereafter. K 
& not a ſervant under your Roof that is guilty of 
“ this wicked practice; their labours will not be 
c“ bleſs'd by Gop to you. Employ no workmen 
c“ that will not do their buſineſs without ſwear- 
«© ing. Relieve no Poor that are guilty of thus 
& diſhonouring Gon. You would, (ſays the Bi- 
&« ſhop) in a little time ſee a great change and Re- 
“ formation of manners if you would take theſe. 
“ courſes; and thoſe who by your means are re- 


“ claimed 
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8 & claimed from theſe curſed habits,” would in a. 
3 1 93 be very thankful to you, and bleſs Go 
˖ r vou. | 0 | e B03 
oo "Or the Wide, lt us nor contegr ou ee 
in barely complaining of the wickedneſs of the times, 
3% and making our ſelves and others melancholy, ani 
[MY full of apprehenſions of Divine Judgments on that 
| | account; but let us beftir our ſelves, and do all we 
| . can in our reſpective places to mend the times, and 
the people with whom we converſe. And Gop 
ant that our light may ſo ſhine before men, in all 
inſtances of Piety both in Lip and Life, that others 
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may thereby be excited to glorify our Father whd 


To whom, with the Son, and Spirit of Grace 
and Holineſs, be all Reverence, Obedience, 


4d Praiſe, world without End, Amen, 


FINIS. 


